XII.
ARABIC GLASS COINS.

ARABIC GLASS COINS have been greatly neglected by
Numismatists of all ages.

Among recent writers, Soret, in his " Numismatiqne
Musulraane/' dismisses the subject with a single para-
graph ; whilst, among the earlier writers of this century,
Marsden does not give to them, in the "Numismata
Qrientalia," the place they deserve from their exceedingly
curious and interesting character; in this respect he would
have done well if he had followed Pietraszewski, who gives a
very fair account of them, by examples, in his " Numi
Mohammedani/' with many illustrations.

The reason of this neglect is partly the great rarity of
glass coins, and partly the opinion expressed by many
that they are not coins but weights (of which more
presently), which has doubtless dissuaded many Numis-
matists from entering upon what they thus conceived not
to belong to their science*

I have lately had the opportunity of examining tbe fme
collection of these coins at the British Museum, and also
a very interesting and valuable One belonging to the Eev.
Greville Chester; and I conceived I should be doing a
service to Oriental Numismatics if I made known a por-